A morphologic classification and incidence of alveolar-bronchiolar neoplasms in BALB/c female mice.
Lungs from 505 (21.1%) of 2,397 untreated control female BALB/c mice examined at various age intervals up to 1,001 days contained alveolar-bronchiolar neoplasms. Tumors were evaluated for histomorphological type, degree of differentiation, and size. Most of the tumors (286 of 505 or 56% of those examined) were of the papillary type and 450 of 505 (89.1%) were well differentiated. The incidence of the solid type and the well differentiated tumors was highest in the smallest size group (less than 0.5 mm) while that of the papillary and mixed types and the moderately and poorly differentiated tumors was highest in the larger size groupings. One hundred twenty-seven of 131 (97%) of all solid tumors were well differentiated while a lower percentage of papillary and mixed types (86.7% and 85.2%, respectively) were well differentiated. The mean age of mice with tumors from each histomorphological type, degree of differentiation, and size grouping also was determined.